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16 to 19 Bursary Fund 2026/27 
 
The 16 to 19 Bursary Fund is a scheme to help young people facing financial hardship to stay in full-time education.   The scheme is made up of three parts: 
 
1.	Full Bursary (Level 1) - Those most in need will be eligible for a full bursary including a young person receiving Universal Credit because they are financially supporting themselves or financially supporting themselves and someone who is dependent upon them and living with them or in receipt of Universal Credit in their own right.
2.	Discretionary Bursary (Level 2) - Students who need financial support to help them to stay in education may also be able to claim a bursary to help with costs of travel, to buy essential books or equipment.

The discretionary bursary is awarded on each student’s individual circumstances.  Awards vary from student to student and the criteria used is dependent on eligibility, household income and/or financial needs.  The criteria used to determine this is as follows:
· Universal Credit (3 most recent monthly award statements required)
· Income based Jobseeker’s Allowance
· Support under Part IV of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
· Employment and Support Allowance (ESA)
· Guarantee element of State Pension credit
· Distance needed to travel to institution
· Requirements of the study programme.

3.	Discretionary Bursary (Level 3) - Students who have an identifiable need and do not fall into the Level 1 and 2 groups. You may be eligible for a contribution towards specific educational purposes e.g. transport, or essential course materials or activities.

Application Process 

If you believe that you may be eligible for a bursary payment, please apply via the School website. You can only apply for one bursary. Please read these supporting notes carefully before you apply.

Applications must be received no later than midnight on 4th October 2026 and awards will be confirmed by the end of October.


 
Payment 
 
Successful applicants will receive monthly payments for the academic year 2026-27.  The amount of funding for the bursary scheme is limited.  For the Level 1 bursary, payments will be made according to the Education and Skills Funding Agency process. 
 
For the Level 2 discretionary bursary, the amount paid will depend on the number of successful applications received.  Payments will start in October 2026.  Subsequent payments will be made monthly. 
 
Receipt of payment is conditional on you meeting agreed standards set by the school.  These standards relate to evidence of receipts, attendance, behaviour, and progress in your studies.  Payments may be 


delayed or withheld if you fail to meet the agreed standards.  Payments withheld due to poor attendance will not be paid.  Any payments will be made by BACS directly to the student’s Bank Account.                                                                                                   

The first payment, which is a combined payment for September and October, is paid to successful applicants at the end of October. Receipts will be required monthly for transport, course materials or school visits. Failure to provide receipts when requested means that the payment for that month will be withheld. If students intend to use the money to pay towards something more expensive and cannot supply a monthly receipt, then this can be discussed in the year office. 
If payment is withheld twice in the autumn term, either through lack of receipts or failing to meet the requirements for attendance or the sixth form code, then your bursary allocation will be removed from January and you will be withdrawn from the bursary scheme for the remainder of the academic year.                                                                                                                                                                                                     
The same process will apply for the spring and summer terms and receipts must be submitted on                             request. If for any reason your bursary is withheld twice in a term then your bursary allocation will be withdrawn and you will be removed from the bursary scheme for the rest of the academic year.                                    
       	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Deadlines 
 
If you qualify, you will receive a monthly payment for the academic year 2026/27 from the point at which your application is received by the school.  There will not be any back payments made for previous terms in an academic year. 
 
For the Autumn Term 2026, applications must be received no later than 4th October 2026.
 
If you miss this deadline, you may still apply for support in the Spring Term of 2027.  The completed form must be returned by 14th January 2027. 
 
If you miss the Spring Term deadline, if you are in Y12 you may still apply for the Summer Term 2027.  The completed form must be returned by 22nd  April 2027. 
 
Data Protection Act 1998:  The information you give on this form, together with any supporting documentation will be used by the school for the purposes of processing your application.  Your personal details will be safeguarded and will not be divulged to any other individuals or organisations for any other purposes. 
 
Questions and Queries 
 
If you have any questions about the scheme or completing the application form, please contact us at sixthform@redborne.com

Appeals Process 
 
Should learners disagree with the outcome of either their application for a bursary award or, where a payment has been withheld due to lack of receipts, attendance, behaviour or progress, they should contact Mrs M Jones – Sixth Form Head of Year.  Written confirmation of the outcome of the appeal will be sent out within 10 days of the appeal being considered.  
