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KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM 

 
YEARS 10 AND 11 

 
 

2017 - 2019 
 
 

HOW  TO USE THIS BOOKLET 
 
 

¶ This booklet will provide you with information about the curriculum for students 
from June 2017. 

¶ To help students and parents make the right decisions in selecting their preferred 
courses, we offer some guidance on how best to make a choice.  We then provide 
specific details of the courses offered. 

¶ The consultation evening will give you the chance to meet with form tutors and 
subject teachers to review current progress in core subjects and get further advice 
about key stage 4 courses in option subjects. 

¶ You may also wish to discuss issues with senior staff,  form tutors or members of 
the year team: 

 

  Mr S Gray  : Head of School 

Mrs D Buthee : Deputy Head 

 

  Mr G Armstrong : Head of Year 9 

  Miss S Grove : Assistant Head of Year 9 

Mr M Schmidt : Assistant Head of Year 9 

Mrs S Lonsdale : Pastoral Support Officer, Year 9 
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KEY STAGE 4 AT REDBORNE 

   Academic excellence 
 

 
Over the past decade, there has been a sustained improvement in exam results at 
Key Stage 4, although changes to the way that measures are calculated means that 
comparisons over time are difficult. In our last full inspection in 2008 we gained an 
outstanding rating for student achievement and progress. This outstanding rating 
was confirmed in 2015, when we had a short óhealth checkô inspection.  
 
You can see that over the last three years results have improved significantly in core 
subjects and in the attainment 8 score that takes into account all students across all 
subjects. Results of Redborne students remain well above national averages. 
 

 

% of students 
gaining  A*-C 

grades in 
English and 

Maths  

Attainment 8 
score (best 8 
subjects with 

average grade) 

% of students 
making  3 levels 

of progress: 
maths 

% of students 
making 3 levels 

of progress: 
English 

Redborne 2014 67 n/a 75 76 

Redborne 2015 77 52.3 (C+) 82 82 

Redborne 2016 83 55.1 (B-) 85 91 

National  62 49.3 66 69 

Difference +21 +5.8 +19 +22 

 
Shared values: flexibility and choice 
 

¶ We want to see all of you succeed.  We are confident that we offer a curriculum 
that matches the needs of all students in terms of content, learning styles and 
qualifications.   

 

¶ We are committed to a policy of introducing those changes that we believe to be 
in the best interests of our students.  

 

¶ We do not fundamentally re-design a curriculum that has served students well in 
response to every new government announcement. 

 

¶ We are very proud of the fact that we offer a very wide choice of courses which 
will lead to further education or training at 16.  This will allow some students to 
follow specialist courses if they have a particular interest or learning style.   

 

¶ We have a very high success rate in ensuring that students go on to further 
education, employment with training or apprenticeships at age 16 
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Features of the Redborne curriculum include: 

Ð four option choices for maximum flexibility; 

Ð genuine choices in all option blocks ï we do not force students to follow particular 
combinations to try to boost league table points; 

Ð key stage 4 starts at the end of year 9 giving an extra half term to prepare for 
exams; 

Ð extra time for the core subjects of maths and English; 

Ð a balance of subjects in each option block; 

 

Students will mostly follow courses leading to GCSE certification, but we also offer: 
 

¶ VRQ (Vocationally Related Qualifications ï e.g. City and Guilds) 

¶ BTEC award, certificate or diploma;  

¶ AQA technical awards; 

¶ Cambridge Nationals at levels 1 and 2. 
 

 
Outstanding education: in and beyond the classroom 
 

We will match the programme of study to studentsô needs, talents and future plans. 
We hope that almost all students will gain qualifications in at least 8 GCSE subjects 
or their equivalent.   
 
One reason for our success is the ability to offer a range of courses that gives all 
students a chance to succeed at subjects that they enjoy and find valuable.   
 
Many of you will follow a broad and balanced range of subjects so that you keep 
your options open in the future.  The most recent OfSTED visit confirmed the 
Redborne curriculum offer as óoutstandingô and praised the quality of our careers 
advice and guidance. 
 

But of course education isnôt just about what goes on inside the classroom.  We also 
offer a wide range of opportunities outside the regular school day, including the Duke 
of Edinburgh award scheme, work-related learning, school productions and musical 
activities, sports teams and many other clubs, activities and support sessions.  See 
the extra-curricular booklet issued earlier this academic year (and also available from 
the website) for further details. 

 

Our pastoral programme and the ethos of the school aims to develop our students 
into rounded and well-balanced young people ready to go out and play their part as 
active citizens in society. 
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Striving for success 

In 2016 Redborne students scored, on average, 55.1 
points in their best 8 subjects.  This is an average of a B- 
grade in every subject and is almost 6 grades per student 
above the national average. 

83% of students achieved grade C or above in English and maths ï 
our best ever result on this measure. 

 

Our promise - we will: 
 

¶ provide opportunities for students of all abilities, encouraging existing talents 
while stimulating new interests and providing new challenges; 

¶ match courses to individual needs so that study at Key Stage 4 is both 
enjoyable and successful; 

¶ allow all students to have the opportunity to study a broad range of subjects, 
choosing from 25 different options; 

¶ ensure that all students are able to take a balanced range of subjects, covering 
different curriculum areas such as humanities, technology, languages and the 
arts 

¶ provide flexibility and choice so that those students who do wish to follow a 
particular academic or vocational pathway are able to do so; 

¶ enable all students to follow a course of subjects leading to progression in terms 
of further study, training or employment. 

 
What next?  

- planning for the future . 
 

All young people are now expected to stay in some form of education or training until 
at least the age of 18.  Most of you will probably stay at Redborne, but there are a 
number of possible pathways you can follow:   

¶ staying in the sixth form (typically about 75% of Redborne students stay on); 

¶ transferring to another school with a sixth form; 

¶ transferring to a further education college; 

¶ starting an apprenticeship; 

¶ finding employment with a training programme attached. 
 

Thinking about what you will be doing at 16 may seem a very long way away at 
the moment, but the decisions that you make now could have a big impact on 
your future plans. 

If you have ideas about future careers, check that the courses that you are 
choosing match with the career you are planning. 

You can get advice from Mrs Armstrong, our careers adviser. 

V 
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IMPORTANT DATES:  2017 
 

 
 

  

9th January  Introductory assembly to explain the process to 
students and form tutors. 

13th January  Issue of Curriculum Booklet.  

End of January  Subject teachers explain Years 10/11 courses during 
lessons. 

3rd February  Reports and option blocks issued to students. 

9th February     Key Stage 4 option evening with subject staff.   

20th  February  Deadline for students to complete and return option 
request sheets to form tutors. 

March 

 

 Individual interviews for students regarding choice of 
subjects, where necessary, with form tutors, year team 
or senior staff. 

Early May  Letter to students and parents with confirmation of  
option courses. 

Late May  New timetables prepared. 

5th June   New timetable starts with year 9 students on Key 
Stage 4 courses. 

21st July  Final deadline for any late course changes.  Students 
to make up any missing work over the summer 
holiday. 
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A GUIDE TO QUALIFICATIONS 
Whatôs what at Key Stage 4 
 

 

GCSE (General Certificate in Secondary Education)   

Most of our subjects lead to GCSE qualifications. See page 7 for an explanation of the 
new numbered grades. 

Students will be assessed by examinations at the end of the course and, in some 
cases, controlled assessment during the course. See subject pages for the precise 
breakdown of assessment. 

Some subjects have tiered exams: students will be entered either at the foundation tier 
or the higher tier. The levels of entry will be decided in year 11 by negotiation between 
teachers, parents and students following mock exams. 

 

Vocational qualifications 

BTEC, Technical Award and Cambridge National Certificate courses:   

The course content is applied to the world of work and the assessment is more 
coursework based. Students are assessed mostly through a portfolio of evidence 
although in some subjects there may also be an examination.    

Courses other than GCSE are usually assessed as pass, merit and distinction. 

¶ Level 1 qualifications are equivalent to GCSE passes at grades 1-3 (grades D-G 
under the old system). 

¶ Level 2 passes are roughly equivalent to GCSE grade 4 (grade C under the old 
system). 

¶ Level 2 merit and distinction is equivalent to GCSE passes at grades 5-9 (grades 
B to A*) 

 
Moving on after year 11 
 

¶ Level 2 passes (for example a GCSE grade 5 or a BTEC level 2 merit) will be 
needed to progress on to advanced level work at school or college.   

¶ Level 1 passes (for example, a grade 3 at GCSE or an NVQ level 1) lead on to a 
level 2 course at college.   
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GRADES OLD AND NEW 

How have GCSE grades changed? 
 

The government is introducing a new system of grading at GCSE. Letter grades 
have been replaced by a numbered scale.  This scale comes in for the first time for 
some subjects in 2017 and by the time that you sit your GCSEs in 2019, all subjects 
will be reported using numbers. 

There is no exact match between letters and numbers.  The link between numbers 
and letters is shown in the chart below, which also shows the relationship between 
GCSE grades and the equivalent grades for BTEC, Cambridge National (CNAT) and 
AQA technical courses. 

 

   

New GCSE 
number 
grade 

Old GCSE 
letter 
grade 

BTEC grades CNAT grades 
AQA 

technical 
grades 

9 
A* 

Level 2 
distinction* 

Level 2 
distinction* 

Level 2 
distinction* 8 

7 A 
Level 2 

distinction 
Level 2 

distinction 
Level 2 

distinction 

6 
B Level 2 merit Level 2 merit 

Level 2 
merit 

5 

C Level 2 pass Level 2 pass 
Level 2 
pass 4 

3 D  
Level 1 

distinction 

Level 1 
advanced 

credit 

2 E 
Level 1 pass 

Level 1 merit Level 1 
credit 

1 
F 

Level 1 pass 
G   
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Your choices in year 9  

Level 1  courses at KS4  Level 2  courses at KS4  

Level 2 
vocational 

courses at 
college  

Employment  with training  

AS and A 

levels  at 
Redborne or 

college  

Level 4: university,  
higher education  or 

higher level 
apprenticeship  

Level 3 

vocational 
courses at 

college  or 
Redborne  

 

PROGRESSION ROUTEWAYS 
Where will my courses lead? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Start to think now about how you can plan for a job which will be: 

¶ interesting 

¶ enjoyable 

¶ well paid 
  

V 
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SUMMARY OF THE CURRICULUM 

What will you study? 
 
 

THE CORE 
 

Just over half of your curriculum will consist of those subjects which are compulsory.  
 
The core will take up 30 lessons per fortnight. 
 
English (8 lessons): 
 

¶ In Years 10 and 11, students will study English Language GCSE and English 
Literature GCSE.  

 
Mathematics (8 lessons): 
 

¶ All students will follow a course leading to GCSE mathematics.  

¶ Some students may also sit an additional exam such as number and measure. 

¶ Some students in higher sets might also have the opportunity to work towards a 
level 2 certificate in further mathematics. 
 

Science (7/8 lessons): 
 

¶        All students will build upon the work started in year 9, leading to either: 

- two GCSE qualifications if following the compulsory Combined Science 
route; or 

- three qualifications if following the triple science option course. 

¶        Students taking triple science as an option will study an additional 5 lessons per 
fortnight. 

¶        Students who wish to take a traditional A level in the sciences are advised to take 
triple science (see options).  

 
Additional Studies: 
 
These subjects will also be compulsory: 
 

¶ Physical Education (4 lessons) 

¶ Ethical Thinking (1 lesson) 

¶ Personal Wellbeing (1 lesson) 
 
We are also in the early stages of planning a study skills course, which will take up 
one lesson per fortnight.  Further details of this course will follow later in the year. 
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OPTIONS 
 

The other 20 lessons are for your optional 
subjects.   While we try to give you as much 
choice as possible, we cannot guarantee 
that everyone will get all the preferences 
they wish for.  We will also check your 
choices and talk to you if we are concerned 
that you may be taking on an unsuitable 
course of study. 
 
Most students at age 14 do not have a clear 
idea about careers.  We advise most 
students to take a balanced range of 
subjects so that you keep your options open 
for the future. 
 
You will need to select from four blocks.  
You are recommended to take a balance of 
subjects from the different curriculum areas, 
but this is not compulsory. 
 
Key to initials 

GCSE = General Certificate of Secondary Education 
AQAT = AQA technical award 
BTEC = Business and Technology Education Council award 
CNAT = Cambridge National  
NPTC = National Proficiency Tests Council 

 
 

Design Technology: 
 

Food Preparation and Nutrition*  GCSE 
Graphic Products*     AQAT 
Hospitality*      BTEC 
Product Design*     GCSE 
Fashion and Textiles*    AQAT 
ICT*       CNAT 
Computer Science*    GCSE 
 

Foreign Languages: 
 

French      GCSE 
German      GCSE 
Spanish      GCSE 
Latin and Roman Civilisation   GCSE 

 
Languages studied in year 10 should be the same as those followed in year 9.  
Latin and Roman Civilisation can be taken by any student. 
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Science: 
 

Agriculture (Livestock)      NPTC 
Triple Science (Physics, Chemistry and Biology)     GCSE x3  

 
Expressive Arts: 
 

Art*      GCSE 
Dance**     GCSE 
Drama**     GCSE 
Music      GCSE 
Music      BTEC  

 Physical Education   GCSE 
 Sport*     CNAT 
 

Humanities: 
 

           Business Studies    GCSE 
           Geography     GCSE 
           History     GCSE 
           Philosophy, Ethics and Religion GCSE    
 

Other subjects: 
 

Child Development*   CNAT 
Film Studies     GCSE 
 

* Subjects marked with an asterisk have controlled assessment work which 
accounts for 50% of the marks or more.  The majority of this work must take place 
during lesson time under teacher supervision. Students will be allowed to produce 
some of the work independently in line with the amount of homework that is set by 
other subjects.  

 **  These subjects involve individual or group performances.  Some of the homework in 
these subjects will take the form of after school rehearsals. 

PLEASE NOTEé 

¶ We will do our best to meet everybodyôs requests, but if this is not possible we 
will interview you to find an alternative. 

¶ All courses are subject to demand ï if not enough students choose a course, the 
subject will not be available.   

¶ If a large number of students express a preference for a course, we will do our 
best to put on additional classes to meet the demand, but this may not always be 
possible, for reasons of staffing or specialist facilities. 

¶ Some students will be invited to take a learning support option.  If you would like 
to be considered for this option then please contact Miss Ellis. 

If subjects are over-subscribed, and we are unable to put on an 
additional class, preference will be given to students who have 
returned the form by the deadline.  Other criteria may be used in 
particular subjects, for example homework record, or reliability in 
bringing kit or ingredients for practical lessons. 
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OPTION BLOCKS 
What subjects can I choose? 
 

¶ There will be four option blocks. 

¶ You will be able to choose one subject from each block. 

¶ A subject will only be timetabled if enough students opt for it. 

¶ If lots of students opt for a subject, we will try to add extra groups. 

¶ If you want to do a combination that will not fit at the moment, let us know 
ï we may be able to change the blocking pattern. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Do not make any final decisions yet, but use the next 
few weeks to come up with a short list of possible 
subjects.  You should be in a good position to make 
your final choice when you have: 

 
¶ received your year 9 report; 

¶ spoken with your teachers in lessons; 

¶ come to the consultation evening and discussed courses with your 
teachers. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

You will receive your options form with your reports on 
Friday February 3rd 
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LEAGUE TABLES, OPTIONS AND THE 
ENGLISH BACCALAUREATE 

Redborne has had a long tradition of 
encouraging flexibility and allowing 
students and parents to have a wide 
choice of curriculum at Key Stage 4.   

The option system that we operate at 
Redborne offers more choice than 
many other schools, and we remain 
proud of this feature of our curriculum.   

The government has encouraged 
schools to become academies so that 
they can have full control over their 
curriculum. 

 
So whatôs changed? 
 
The government has changed, and is 
continuing to change, the way that points 
scores are calculated for the purposes of 
the published league tables: 
 

¶ Not all qualifications now count in the 
total. 

¶ The measure of five GCSE subjects 
(including English and maths) has been 
phased out: itôs now students who get 
maths and English at grade 5 or above. 

¶ From 2016, new measures have come 
in which take greater account of the 
performance of all students across more 
subjects ï this is óattainment 8ô and óprogress 8ô. 

¶ However, there are restrictions on which subjects count towards the óbest 8ô ï this 
now has to include maths, English and three of the óEBaccô subjects (for example 
triple science or history, geography and French would both count as three EBacc 
subjects) 

¶ Changes to league tables do not affect the qualifications that students get in any 
way. 

¶ Some schools have made a decision to scrap vocational courses (e.g. 
agriculture) which do not count towards league tables.   

¶ In addition, some schools have restricted the number of options and made all 
students follow the English Baccalaureate combination.  
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What is the English Baccalaureate? 
¶ In 2010, the coalition government introduced a new measure of achievement: the 

English Baccalaureate.   

¶ This is not a qualification in itself, but is a performance table measure that 
recognises the achievements of students who achieve high grades (5 or above) 
in six subjects from across the academic spectrum.   

¶ To achieve the baccalaureate, you would need to achieve passes at grades 5-9 
in English, maths, double or triple science, geography or history and a foreign 
language.   

¶ The óE-Baccô is being used as a way of reporting school achievement in league 
tables and it will be one focus for school inspections.   We are not aware of it 
being used by employers or universities for recruitment purposes.    

¶ At present, universities are continuing to base their offers on A level 
grades.  We are not aware of any universities that are expecting students to 
have passed the Baccalaureate package as a condition of entry. 

¶ In 2015, the Conservative party said in its election manifesto that they were going 
to make the EBacc ócompulsoryô. 

¶ In 2016, the government changed their mind and put out for consultation plans for 
about 90% of students to follow the E-Bacc by the end of the decade.  This 
consultation finished early in 2016. 

¶ As we go to press in 2017, the results of this consultation have still not been 
published! 

 

We sayé 
 

¶ The óE-Baccô represents a good combination of subjects for many students who 
want a broadly balanced academic education. 

¶ It is not right to force all students to do the EBacc and we have no plans to do so. 

¶ Students who do not have a clear idea about a career path are advised to take a 
broad range of subjects at Key Stage 4.  

¶ Students should not have to take a foreign language or a humanities subject, 
although many will choose to do so.  

¶ The farm is an important part of our school and we will continue to offer 
agriculture courses which can lead on to further training, apprenticeships, or 
employment opportunities even if they donôt count towards league tables. 

 

Entry to Redborne sixth form 
 

¶ Our entry criteria are designed to get a good match with sixth form success.  To 
join the advanced level Redborne sixth form you will normally need to achieve 
passes at grade 4 in at least seven subjects. 

¶ Most students who succeed at advanced level have passes at grade 5 or above. 

¶ From BTEC and Cambridge National courses you currently need a level 2 merit 
to progress on to level 3 advanced courses.  

¶ We always review our entry requirements in the light of experience. 

¶ If you are hoping to stay on at Redborne into the sixth form, you need to make 
sure that you are choosing subjects which link to the wide variety of courses on 
offer.   

¶ See the sixth form prospectus on the school website for further details. 
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MAKING YOUR CHOICES 
Good reasons for choosing subjects 

 
 

P  Build on success: 
 

¶ Choose subjects in which you feel you will do well. 

¶ Use the effort and progress grade on your reports, together with your indicators to 
help you make an informed choice. 

¶ Talk to subject teachers in your lessons and on parentsô evening. 
 

PGo for motivation: 

¶ Choose subjects which interest you.   

¶ You are then likely to work hard and do well. 
 

PChoose subjects which match your learning needs: 

¶ Some students prefer a course with a large quantity of project work and 
independent learning.   

¶ Others prefer subjects which are mainly based on examinations ï make sure you 
plan your courses to play to your strengths.   

PThink about your future career: 

¶ Studentsô ideas about future careers will probably change; employment 
opportunities and entry requirements certainly will.  That is why we offer a broad 
curriculum which keeps options for the future open.  We want to make sure that 
you are educated in a way that means you can adapt to changes during your 
working lives and respond to future opportunities. 

¶ If you do have an idea about the specific career you want to follow, check out the 
qualifications you need.  The careers library in school has a great deal of careers 
information.   

¶ If you would like a careers interview, please see the year team or contact our 
careers adviser Mrs Armstrong directly via e-mail.  

 

PPlan for 16 and beyond: 

¶ You will be expected to stay in some form of education or training beyond the age 
of 16. 

¶ Most students will stay in school and enter the sixth form, where the courses cater 
for a wide range of ability and interests.  

¶ Some students will continue their education and training at college or with an 
employer. 

¶ Plan now to make the best of your future! 
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BAD REASONS FOR CHOOSING SUBJECTS! 
 

Picking a subject just because your friend is doing it - the 
subject might not suit you and you may not be in the same 
class anyway! 
 
Your parents enjoyed it when they were at school - it will 
probably have changed since then, and you may have 
different talents from your parents in any case. 

 
Itôs new and youôre not sure what itôs like but you hope it 
might be good.  Pick a subject for positive reasons, not just 
because you canôt think of anything else... and find out 
something about it first! 

 
You like the teacher youôve got this year and youôd really like 
to work with them in year 10 ï good teachers do make a 
difference, but you will probably get a different teacher in 
year 10, or your favourite teacher may leave. 

 

Coursework overload!  Donôt pick several subjects with lots 
of project work or rehearsals unless you are prepared to put 
in the time.  Some students will cope with a large coursework 
load, but many will not. 

 
Assuming you know what you need for a career without 
actually checking ï for example, many people assume that 
you need biology A level to become a doctor, when in fact 
the essential subject is chemistry. 

 
 

If you make the wrong choice é there can be some limited scope to 
change, but this will depend on spare places being available in another 
subject, and the amount of work that you have missed.   
 
Priority will be given to students who have returned the form by the 
deadline and then donôt change their minds. 
 
It is almost impossible to change to a new subject once you have started 
in year 10 ï there would almost certainly be too much work to catch up 
and no time to do so. 
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This will tell you 
whether the grading is 
on the 1-9 numbered 
scale, or whether itôs 
a course thatôs 
assessed using pass, 
merit and distinction 
grades (PMD). 

Most courses will be GCSE, but some will 
be BTEC, AQAT, NPTC or CNAT 
courses. 

Shows the split between exams, 
coursework and other methods of 
assessment. 

X = written examination 

C = coursework or controlled 
assessments 

P = practical tests or examination 

T = topic tests  

Choose the type of assessment 
that suits you best, and donôt 
overload with project work. 

Does this course count 
towards the English 
Baccalaureate measure? 
(see page 14) 

Does this course count 
towards the best 8 
subjects measure? 
(see page 13) 

 

UNDERSTANDING THE GUIDE 
 
 

 

Each subject page has an óat a glanceô guide to help you see what is 
involved in the subject.   
 
Here is an example: 
 
 
 
  

At a glance 

Course title GCSE  

Grading 1- 9 

Assessment method XXXX 

EBacc V 

Best 8 V 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

 

 

 

 

CONTENT: 
 
Every student will follow the AQA GCSE 
course in English Language. Students will be assessed on their reading and writing 
skills. Speaking and Listening skills will be 
recorded and reported separately. 
  
Students will develop skills which will enable 
them to: 

¶ write for a range of purposes and 
audiences; 

¶ write using standard English, with correct 
spelling, punctuation and grammar 
(SPaG); 

¶ respond to a range of unseen literary 
fiction and non-fiction texts; 

¶ compare the methods used by writers 
from different eras. 

 
English Language  
 
This qualification develops and assesses the skills required to read and write fluently 
in a range of contexts. Students will be assessed by two exams. 
 
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (50%) 
 
In the reading section of this paper, students will be presented with one extract of 
literary fiction. Students will respond to a series of questions on the methods used by 
the writers at word, sentence and text level. Students will be expected to comment 
on the effects of writing and demonstrate knowledge of the extract, based on their 
reading. 
 
In the writing section of this paper, students will select one from a choice of two tasks 
requiring extended writing. Students may be asked to write to describe or narrate in 
response to a written or visual prompt, which will connect thematically to the reading 
tasks. Students will be marked for content and accuracy of writing. 
 
 

At a glance 

Course title GCSE  

Grading 1- 9 

Assessment method XXXX 

EBacc V 

Best 8 V 

THE CORE CURRICULUM 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE 

 

Paper 2: Writersô Viewpoints and Perspectives (50%) 
 
In the reading section of this paper, students will be asked to respond to two literary 
non-fiction texts. Students will need to write about the language and structure of the 
texts both individually and through comparison. 
 
In the writing section of this paper, 
students will be asked to complete 
one piece of extended writing, which 
will connect thematically to the 
reading tasks. Students will be 
asked to write for a specific form, 
purpose and audience. Students will 
be marked for the content and 
accuracy of their writing. 
 
EXTENDED LEARNING: 
 
Homework tasks will reflect the 
variety of the course. The length of 
assignments - and the time given for 
their completion - will vary according 
to their nature. Tasks may include 
planning work, completing written 
assignments or learning key 
spellings. Students may also be 
asked to develop their reading. 
 
 
 

  

 
 

. 
CONTENT: 
 
Every student will follow the AQA GCSE course in English Literature. Students will 
be assessed on their reading skills. Students will be expected to write their 
responses using correct spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
  
Students will develop skills which will enable them to: 

¶ read texts from a range of genres and eras 

¶ explore how texts relate to their historical, social and literary contexts 

¶ analyse a play by Shakespeare and a Victorian novel; 

¶ study texts by contemporary writers and by poets from different cultures. 

At a glance 

Course title GCSE  

Grading 1- 9 

Assessment method XXXX 

EBacc V 

Best 8 V 
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The GCSE in English Literature allows students the opportunity to study a range of 
literary texts from different eras, genres and forms. Students will be assessed by two 
exams. 
 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century novel (40%) 
 
In this closed text exam, students will be assessed on their knowledge of a 
Shakespeare play and a Victorian novel. Students may be asked about characters, 
themes or relationships in the texts. Both sections require students to respond to an 
extract of the text and the text as a whole. Students will be expected to demonstrate 
knowledge of context in both questions. 
 
Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry (60%) 
 
In this closed text exam, students will answer questions on either a modern novel or 
play that they have studied. In the poetry section of the exam, students will write 
about and compare unseen poems. They will also answer questions on the poetry 
anthology which includes poems from the literary heritage and from other cultures. 
 
 
EXTENDED LEARNING: 
 
Homework tasks will reflect the variety of the course. The length of assignments - 
and the time given for their completion - will vary according to their nature. Students 
will be asked to read set texts as part of their homework.  Students will also be 
encouraged to extend their wider reading to understand the social, historical and 
literary context of their set texts. 
 

. 
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Introduction 
 

Personal Wellbeing is taught in single gender groups in Years 10 and in mixed 
gender groups in Year 11, differing from the year 9 programme which is taught in 
form groups.  
 
The Personal Wellbeing curriculum aims to enable all young people to become:  
 

¶ successful learners who enjoy learning, make progress and achieve; 

¶ confident individuals who are able to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives; 

¶ responsible citizens who make a positive contribution to society. 
 
Content    The programme consists of three themes:   
 

Personal Wellbeing 

¶ Personal identities including self-esteem, mental and emotional health 

¶ Healthy lifestyles including healthy eating, eating disorders and physical activity    

¶ Managing risk including drugs and alcohol 

¶ Relationships including sex and relationships, teenage pregnancy and sexually 
transmitted infections 

¶ Diversity including disability and sexual orientation 
 

 
Economic wellbeing and 
financial capability 

¶ Career progression 

¶ Enterprise skills  

¶ Employability 
 

Citizenship 

¶ Crime and the law 

¶ Consumer rights and 
responsibilities 

¶ Community cohesion 
 

Programme delivery 
 

A wide range of strategies are used to deliver the programme including group work, 
role play and whole class discussion.  Students are regularly consulted on the quality 
of the programme. 
 

  

 

PERSONAL WELLBEING 
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SCIENCE 
(GCSE) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

All students will have already started on this GCSE course in September of Year 9.  
Those not opting for triple science will continue down this pathway naturally. The 
course being followed is the AQA Combined Science GCSE: Trilogy course (8464). 
 
Modules to be studied are listed below:  
 
Biology: Cell biology; organisation; infection and response; Bioenergetics; 
homeostasis and response; inheritance, variation and evolution; ecology 
 
Chemistry: Atomic structure and the periodic table; bonding, structure and the 
properties of matter; quantitative chemistry; chemical changes; energy changes; the 
rate and extent of chemical change; organic chemistry; chemical analysis, chemistry 
of the atmosphere; using resources 
 
Physics: Forces; energy; waves; electricity; magnetism and electromagnetism; 
particle model of matter; atomic structure, astrophysics and space 
  

At a glance 

Course title GCSE  

Grading 1-1 to 9-9 

Assessment method XXXX 

EBacc V 

Best 8 V 
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Scheme of Assessment 
 
This course will lead to two GCSE qualifications being gained.  These will be 
combined and graded on a 17-point scale: 1-1 to 9-9, where 9-9 is the best grade.  
 
Assessment for this course will be 100% written exams.  There will be two 1 hour 
and 15 minute exams for each of the three sciences, with an equal weighting put on 
each exam.   
 
Students will be able to sit either the higher or foundation tiered paper.  Foundation 
tier students will be able to achieve grades from 1-1 to 5-5, equivalent to a B/C on 
the lettered grading system.  Higher tier students will be able to achieve a grade from 
4-3 to 9-9.  
  
Papers will comprise a combination of multiple choice, structured, closed short 
answer, and open response questions.  All exams will be sat in the summer of year 
11. 

 
Extended learning:  This will involve extension work from lessons, including 
textbook or worksheet extensions, and completion of experimental reports.  
  
Other information:   
 
Studying triple science is not essential for continuing with a specific science to A 
level, but it is desirable. 
 
For more information about the new GCSE course and how it is assessed go to: 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-
8464/introduction   

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/introduction
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/introduction
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MATHEMATICS 

  

 

 

 

CONTENT: 
The content of the GCSE Mathematics course follows that laid down by the new 
GCSE (9-1) specification.  Students are placed in sets according to ability and each 
set will continue to develop the work covered in Year 9 and earlier. The areas of 
study are number, algebra, ratio and proportion, rates of change, geometry and 
measures, statistics and probability. There is a significant increase in content and an 
increased demand placed on reasoning, interpretation and the ability to problem 
solve. Students in higher level sets will be laying the foundations for further study of 
Mathematics at AS Level and A Level.  The teaching and work covered will take this 
into account. 

RANGE OF LEVELS: It is important that students 
have a positive attitude towards the subject and can 
access the majority of questions on the papers in the 
examination. Final decisions about tier of entry will be 
made in year 11 and will ensure that the student is 
sitting the tier that gives them the best opportunity to 
maximise their grade.  

There will be an increase in complexity of content, problem solving and a wider 
range of grades available on the foundation papers, which will now cover up to the 
present grade B.  

Students at both higher and foundation 
level will sit 1MA1 Pearson Edexcel 
papers. The course is assessed by three 
1hour and thirty minute written papers, 
one of which is non-calculator. 

Students will sit the exam at the end of 
year 11. In recent years the most able 
students have also worked towards and 
additional qualification in further maths.  

Decisions about offering this extra 
qualification will not be made until the 
students start year 11.   

Those students that are unable or 
struggle to access the GCSE curriculum 
will sit entry level qualifications to ensure 
that all students achieve some level of 
mathematics qualification. 

 

  

At a glance 

Course title GCSE  

Grading 1- 9 

Assessment method XXXX 

EBacc V 

Best 8 V 

TIER GRADES    

Foundation 1,2,3,4,5 

Higher 4,5,6,7,8,9 

y=x 
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EXTENDED LEARNING:  Homework will 
be set once a week.  This will usually be by 
further practice of work done in class, 
revision or questions from past 
examination papers, or using the Mymaths 
website to complete online worksheets.  
 
In addition the maths department website 
www.redbornemaths.co.uk has additional 
materials for students to access to 
encourage independent learning. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

OTHER INFORMATION: 

Every student is expected to come fully equipped to every lesson.  As well as the 
usual pen, pencil, ruler etc., each student should have a protractor and a pair of 
compasses.  The examination papers now assume that every student has a 
calculator.  A scientific calculator will be required for both tiers.  Students will be 
expected to use a calculator, when appropriate, unless specific non-calculator skills 
are being taught and practised.  All of this equipment can be purchased from the 
school shop.  

y=x
3
 

y = cos x 

http://www.redbornemaths.co.uk/
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION (core) 

 

.  
 
 

 

 

Introduction: 

In Physical Education we aim to encourage all students to be fully involved in sport 
and exercise and for everyone to gain a deeper understanding of the importance of 
exercise and healthy living. Students will follow a personalised pathway during their 
PE lessons and recognise which style of sport and exercise they deem to be their 
preferred and strongest sporting 
activities.  

 

Assessment:  

Students are assessed on practical 
performances and ability. They will be 
graded using modified GCSE criteria and 
be awarded a level ranging from 0-10 for 
every sporting activity that they 
participate in. 

 

Content: 

All students will participate practically in 
the range of sporting activities across at 
least two of the curriculum areas. They 
will also be offered the opportunity to gain 
a deeper understanding of the rules and 
regulations and take on the roles of a 
coach and official. We strive to improve 
fitness levels and promote enjoyment 
through exercise, and hope that students 
will find one or more sporting activity that 
they can continue with post-16.     

 

Extended learning: 

Depending on the choices made, homework will vary for every student and will be 
focused on improving key skills and fitness.  
 
The extensive extra-curricular programme that is on offer to all students is extremely 
varied and it is therefore strongly recommended that every student finds an activity 
that they enjoy and use some time out of school to get involved in a physical activity. 
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Introduction 
 

Ethical Thinking is taught in years 10 and 11 and aims to encourage students to engage with 
the big issues affecting them and the world in which they live. This course fulfils the statutory 
requirements of the Bedfordshire Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education for 14 to 19 year 
olds. 
 

These lessons also support the schoolôs 
aims:  

¶ to develop both individual and group skills, 
powers of clear, creative, critical and reflective 
thinking, and the capacity to make informed 
and responsible decisions; 
 

¶ to develop a reasoned set of attitudes, values 
and beliefs, combined with an open-minded 
and sensitive attitude towards the ideas and 
view of others; 
 

¶ to encourage an awareness and 
understanding of the variety of the worldós 
beliefs and cultures and of the 
interdependence of people.  

 

The teaching for this course aims to provide learning for students which will enable them to 
deepen and broaden their skills, knowledge and understanding in the following areas: 
 

Identity, diversity and belonging 
Å Interpreting and analysing diverse 
perspectives on issues connecting personal 
and communal identity. 

Å Evaluating and analysing questions of 
identity, diversity and belonging in personal 
and communal contexts and in relation to 
community cohesion. 

Meaning, purpose and truth 

Å Analysing and synthesising insights on 
ultimate questions that confront humanity. 

Å Expressing personal and critical evaluations 
of questions of meaning, purpose and truth in 
relation to religion and beliefs. 

Values and commitments 

Å Synthesising evidence and arguments about ethics and morality in relation to beliefs, 
spirituality and experience. 

Å Evaluating personally and critically their own and othersô values and commitments in order 
to make coherent and rational choices.  

 

ETHICAL THINKING 
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Selected pupils are offered the opportunity of taking Learning Support as one of their 
options.   
 

These small group classes primarily attempt to: 

¶ assist students in the development of their literacy 
and numeracy skills through focussed English and 
Maths resources; 

¶ help pupils develop and extend their basic 
vocational and life skills; 

¶ help students achieve the best possible results in 
their remaining subjects; 

¶ assist the work of tutors, careers and personal 
wellbeing teachers with work experience, records 
of achievement, action plans, and college, job or 
sixth form applications; 

¶ help students with their individual social and/or 
emotional needs as they mature. 

 

CONTENT:  The range of activities undertaken in these classes is varied as to a 
large extent it depends on the needs of the pupils within the class, but the 
development of life and vocational skills, whilst improving literacy and numeracy, is a 
key component. 

 
ASSESSMENT: 
 

Assessment of reading and spelling skills 
will continue throughout the two years 
and students receive constant feedback 
regarding their progress in all their 
courses.  Regular target setting and 
reviewing is integral to the work of these 
classes.  
 

Where time permits (in between other coursework demands), additional work around 
post-16 options and career progression can be set. The work that students carry out 
in the department could lead to the awarding of a Level 1 BTEC Workskills 
accreditation.ô 
 
Students are expected to keep up to date with work, and help will be given to 
students so that they are sufficiently organised so that GCSE homework and projects 
are completed on time. 
 

Students will be invited to join this course based on their results in national 
tests, CAT scores and literacy tests carried out during year 9. 

 

LEARNING SUPPORT 
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DIRECTORY OF OPTIONAL SUBJECTS 
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AGRICULTURE 

(Double and Single option) 

 

 
 
 

CONTENT 
 

¶ Students who take a double option in agriculture will 
finish with a City and Guilds Diploma in Agriculture. 
 

¶ Students who take the single option will finish with a 
City and Guilds Extended Certificate in Agriculture. 

¶ These qualifications are validated by  the National 
Proficiency Tests Council 

 
 
These qualifications in Agriculture will provide you with a broad foundation in the 
relevant skills and knowledge needed when considering employment in the 
agricultural and associated sectors, and is a route into further education and training.  
It is also designed for those people who have a general interest with working 
practically with animals and machinery. The Animals at Redborne are kept at the 
highest possible standard of welfare and the students are involved in maintaining 
their health and well-being from regular feeding of animals and cleaning of pens to 
assisting in the birth of lambs and administering medicines and vaccines to animals. 
Students are encouraged to think carefully before choosing, what is a very practical 
option come rain or shine. 
 
Both the Diploma and Extended Certificate graded into Pass Grades (Level 2), Merit 
Grades and Distinction Grades . Each Grade is worth an increasing number of points 
which can be used to access college courses. 
 
If you achieve an overall pass grade or better in the NPTC Extended Certificate in 
Agriculture, it is possible for you to progress further to one of the Land-based BTEC 
First Diplomas, or to enroll on another Level 2 programme, such as a relevant NVQ. 
Completion of the Diploma in Agriculture allows you to move on to a higher level 
qualification such as a Level 3 BTEC National Certificate (A level equivalent) 
specialising in your preferred field. 
 
For the NPTC Extended Certificate the learner is required to complete a selection 
of units for a combined total of 180 guided learning hours (GLH) to complete the 
qualification. 
  
For the NPTC Diploma the learner is required to complete a selection of core and 
additional units for a combined total of 360 guided learning hours (GLH) to complete 
the qualification. 

At a glance 

Course title NPTC (City and Guilds) 

Grading PMD 

Assessment  PPCC 

EBacc × 

Best 8 × 
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NPTC Diploma in Agriculture 

 

NPTC Extended Certificate 

 

Three core units  
(60 learning hours per unit) 
 

(60 guided learning hours per unit) 

¶ Undertake work related experience in the 
land based Industries 

¶ Environmental and Land based business 

¶ Introduction to farm animal production 

 ¶ Farm Animal production 

¶ An introduction to Plant and 
Animal Husbandry 

¶ Introduction to animal and Plant 
Biology 

Plus three specialist units  

(60 guided learning hours per unit) 

¶ An introduction to Plant and Animal 
Husbandry 

¶ Introduction to animal and Plant Biology 

¶ Conservation and improvement of British 
Habitats 

 

 
 

WORK-EXPERIENCE 

It is anticipated that those students who wish to follow the BTEC course should be 
strongly encouraged to arrange an agricultural work-experience in year 10 to satisfy 
the number of practical hours required by the BTEC qualification. All compulsory 
work experience for core units will be provided onsite during regular lessons.  
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ART AND 

DESIGN 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTENT 

 

The 2 year course comprises two key components: 
 

¶ Unit 1 The personal portfolio (course work) 

¶ Unit 2 The externally set assignment (exam project) 

This course is suitable for enthusiastic and hardworking 
students of all abilities.  

 
When completing this course students must demonstrate that they can work 

in two or more art and design disciplines from the list below.  
 

¶ Painting and drawing 

¶ Printmaking 

¶ Sculpture 

¶ Mixed media 

¶ Ceramic design 

¶ Fine art textiles 

¶ Digital photography 

¶ Photography genres 

¶ Advertising, illustration or packaging 
 

ASSESSMENT: 
Coursework 60% 
Exam project 40% 
 
With the exception of the examination project all 
assessments are internally set, marked and 
standardised internally before being externally 
moderated by the exam board at the end of the course. 
 

The two hours of homework per fortnight is a core element of 
the course and enables students to practise skills that are 
essential to fulfil the requirement of each unit. 
 

OTHER INFORMATION: 
 

Students will need to either ensure they have access to 
appropriate materials and equipment at home to complete 
their homework  or come to art club which is on in the art 
department every day. 

At a glance 

Course title GCSE 

Grading 1- 9 

Assessment method XXCCC 

EBacc × 

Best 8 V 
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CHILD 
DEVELOPMENT 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CONTENT: 
This qualification in Child Development will allow students to achieve their potential 
and progress to sixth form, an apprenticeship or employment.  This qualification is 
equivalent to a GCSE in both size and in rigour.  
  

Students will complete two coursework units with practical based tasks, as well as an 
examined unit covering the topics detailed below. Students will sit the exam in 
January of Year 11, with the opportunity to re-sit the exam in the summer. 
 
 

Unit Summary of content Assessment Weighting 

1 

Students will learn about reproduction, 
parental responsibility, contraception, 
antenatal care, pregnancy, birth, postnatal 
checks, the newborn baby, care routines, 
conditions for development, childhood 
illnesses and child safety. 

Externally 
assessed written 
exam. 1 h 15 min. 
January 2019.   

Re-sit opportunity 
June 2019. 

50% 

2 

Students will gain knowledge of the 
equipment needs of babies and young 
children. They will also gain knowledge of 
nutrition, health and feeding children from 
birth to 5 years. 

Internally 
assessed 
coursework with 
practical tasks. 

Approx. 7ï10 hr. 

25% 

3 

Students will gain knowledge of, and skills in, 
developing activities to observe and promote 
learning in children. This will include 
researching, planning, carrying out activities 
with children and observing the development 
norms, learning and the benefits of play. 

Internally 
assessed 
coursework with 
practical tasks. 

Approx. 7ï10 hr. 

25% 

 
 

PROGRESSION:   
 

This qualification will be particularly relevant to students 
considering a career in childcare, play therapy, teaching, 
speech therapy, nursing, paediatrics, midwifery or social 
work.    
 

In sixth form students can progress to level 3 qualifications 
in Child Development and/or Health and Social Care.   

 

All students will have the opportunity to take part in the 
RealCare Baby Programme.  

At a glance 

Course title CNAT 

Grading PMDD* 

Assessment method XXCC 

EBacc × 

Best 8 V 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiqtM-7rtbJAhUBORQKHa71AToQjRwIBw&url=http://www.homeschoolbabies.com/terms/&psig=AFQjCNEwsH7aWvbRB0axR_c3J0xXssXk7g&ust=1450011067702284
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiqtM-7rtbJAhUBORQKHa71AToQjRwIBw&url=http://www.homeschoolbabies.com/terms/&psig=AFQjCNEwsH7aWvbRB0axR_c3J0xXssXk7g&ust=1450011067702284
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BUSINESS  

 

 

 
CONTENT 
  
GCSE business is designed to enable you to develop 
your entrepreneurial skills as well as become fully 
engaged in studying business in order to develop into 
an independent learner as well as becoming a 
reflective thinker with an enquiring mind.  
 
GCSE business students do well and recently a 
student was one of ten students who scored the 
highest mark for GCSE business studies in the 
country with several students achieving beyond their 
indicator grade.   
 

Summary of Specification Content 
 
The following is a summary of what you will be studying: 

 
1. The Business activity: the nature of business activity and how it is concerned 

with meeting the needs of customers by providing a product or service, in most 
cases, for a profit. 

2. Influences on business: all businesses operate in an external environment and 
there are a number of external influences that impact on business activity. The 
willingness and ability of business to recognise and anticipate change will 
determine their success or failure. 

3. Business operations: business operations are concerned with the efficient 
management of the key functions and resources within a business to maximise 
profit including methods of production; quality and the supply chain. 

4. Finance: the finance function manages financial activities including roles such as 
start-up finance, the preparation and creation of financial accounts, maintaining 
financial records, paying bills and analysing financial performance. 

5. Marketing: marketing involves identifying, anticipating and satisfying customer 
needs in a profitable way.  Marketing affects all functions of a business and 
includes a wide range of activities including researching the market, analysing the 
market and developing a marketing strategy through the implementation of the 
marketing mix. 

6. Human Resources: this involves the recruitment, training, organisation, 
retention, development and motivation of employees. 

At a glance 

Course title GCSE 

Grading 1-9 

Assessment method XXXX 

EBacc × 

Best 8 V 
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Assessment: 
 
Two Written Papers: 
 
Paper 1: Business Dynamics: 
 
2 hours (62.5% of the total mark).  
 
This is a mix of short answer and structured 
questions based on stimulus material. 
 
 
Paper 2: Business Considerations: 
 
1 hour 30 minutes (37.5% of the total mark).  
 
It is made up of data response questions. 
                              

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Extended learning 
 
Homework and extended learning will introduce learners to the business world, 
empowering them to develop as commercially minded enterprising individuals.   
 
Learners will have the opportunity to develop a wide range of skills, enabling them to 
use business information critically, to develop arguments, to make justified decisions 
and to prepare them for further study and career pathways. 
 
 
 


