
Securing the best grade 
possible in maths and 

English 



 

 Welcome 
 
 
 



• We have faith in you. 
• You could gain a 5 or 

above in maths and/or 
English. 

• You’re not there yet. 
• We want to help. 

 
 
 



“At Redborne you are 
never seen as a failure, 
but a work in progress.” 
  

Amy Farrar  
Year 11 student 

 
 
 



What do 
you want? 

 
 
 



 

 
Focus tonight: 

Maths 
and 

English 

 
 
 



Year  1-11: 
about 2,500 

lessons 

 
 
 



 

 
Intervention 

and extra help 
 
 
 



 

 

• Take control of your 
learning. 

• Do what you need, not 
just what you are told. 

• Work in partnership with 
teachers and parents. 

 
 
 



 

 • Make full use of your 
lessons. 

• Make sure your 
attendance is good. 

• Make every lesson 
count. 

 
 
 



What’s in your folder? 

Your folder 



Will acting on the advice and tips 
from tonight make a difference? 
  

• In 2016, all but 5 students from this 
evening achieved a C or above,  in 
English language 

• In 2016, all but 6 students from this 
evening achieved a C or above, in 
maths 

My dad kept making me practise my 
times tables. It got on my nerves, but it 

did mean I was quicker in my non-
calculator paper 



How to achieve your 
potential in English… 

A toolkit for success 



Fast forward… to August  2018 
Think about… 

 
 
 

• What you want to get from this subject? 
• What you NEED in that envelope? 
• What grade would make you happy? 
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The English mark schemes: 
 

 
 

Clear   Relevant 
 
 Accurate   Range 
 
Chosen  Explained   
 
  Thoughtful 



What does clear and relevant 
mean? 

• Easy to understand 
• Free of obstructions 
• Appropriate 



 
So what can parents and students 

do together? 
 

• Parents: read your child’s work. 
• Parents: get your child to read their work out loud and 

notice errors in expression themselves. 
• Both: broaden vocabulary 
• Both: download word of the day apps 
• Both: talk about what is going on in the world - 

conversations and practising how to articulate complex 
ideas will encourage cognitive development. 

• Both: put phones away (in another room) at points in the 
evening. 



The English Language mark 
schemes: 

 

 
 

Grade 4 Grade 5 
Attempts to comment on the effect of 
language  and structure  

Clearly explains the effects of the 
writer’s choices of language  and 
structure 

Selects some relevant quotations  Selects a range of relevant quotations  

Uses some subject terminology, not 
always appropriately  

Uses subject terminology accurately  

Conscious use of vocabulary with 
some use of linguistic devices  
  

Vocabulary clearly chosen for effect 
and successful use of linguistic 
devices  
 

Attempts to compare ideas and 
perspectives  

Compares ideas and perspectives in 
a clear and relevant way  



The English Literature mark schemes: 

 
 
 

Grade 4 Grade 5 
 

Relevant comment supported by 
some explanation 

Explained, relevant comment with 
clear understanding 

Some awareness of contextual 
factors 

Clear understanding of contextual 
factors  

Some reference to subject 
terminology 

Appropriate use of subject 
terminology 

Explained/relevant comments on 
writer’s methods  

Clear explanation of writer’s 
methods  
  

References used to support a 
range of relevant comments  

Effective use of references to 
support explanation  

Some comparison of effects of 
writers’ methods on reader  

Relevant, thoughtful comparison 
of effects of writers’ methods on 
reader 



How to revise for English Language 

• Learn language terminology. 
• Be clear on how to use punctuation correctly, 

especially apostrophes (use BBC bitesize to test 
yourself). 

• Read a range of articles that interest you: 
challenge yourself. The Times, The Guardian… 
Use the internet! 

• Listen to the news and speeches on Youtube. 
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How to revise for English Literature 

• Re-read set texts (use an audio version). Have 
thorough annotations. 

• Learn key quotations: display around the house, 
learn like a script, repeat out loud, emphasise 
patterns in the language when you say them out 
loud, use rhyme to your advantage, watch film 
adaptations of the texts with the text in front of 
you. 

• Read over poems, one per night.  Just 5 – 10 
minutes can make a difference – keep your 
anthology in a visible place or next to your bed 





A common misconception students 
have: ‘I can’t revise for English!’ 

• Practise, practise, practise! 

• Ask your parents to time you to get a feel for 

the pressures of exam settings 

• The key is to master your skills so that you 

feel confident 

 



 

 
Achieving 
your best 
grade in 
maths 

 
 
 



TOP TIPS: 
 

Get the right 
equipment. 



TOP TIPS: 
 

Plan time in 
your day for 

revision. 



TOP TIPS: 
 

Use a topic list 
to plan what to 

revise. 



TOP TIPS: 
 

Make sure you 
have a guide. 



TOP TIPS: 
 

Stay Positive. 

BE POSITIVE  

 AND CONFIDENT 



TOP TIPS: 
 

Don’t just read 
Do maths little 

and often. 



TOP TIPS: 
 

Don’t Revise. 
Practise! 

Work in 
timed 

conditions 



TOP TIPS: 
 

How do I do 
that? 

Digital Resources 

Paper Resources 



www.redbornemaths.co.uk 



Email: 
 
redborne@maths.co.uk 
 
Password: 
 
factorise 

Don’t sign up 

Login 



Hover on the GCSE 9-1 and choose  
the option you want – 9-1 Practice Papers 



There are 3 papers – 1 non-calculator and 2 calculator. 
There are 5 sets of papers for higher and foundation with mark schemes. 



Login:  https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/ 
 

Getting the most out of Pearson ActiveLearn 

Username = school email 
15joebloggs@redborne.beds.sch.uk 
 
Password 
ChangeMe639 

https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/


Resources/Exercises 

E textbooks 

HW 



If you click on the Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Mathematics button you are taken to 
the exercises and resources page 

Resources/Exercises 



If we click on foundation (under exercises or resources) we will be taken to all topic headings 
for the course content.  Here you can practise all the core skills required for the GCSE. 



When you select a unit (here unit 4: fractions and percentages) you are presented with each 
subsection of that topic.  There will be a variety of exercise on each subsection. 

If you hover over a box it will tell you 
what you have done and provide a 
summary 



Within each subsection there are a number of exercises – these are levelled under the 
Pearson “12 steps” – with 1 being the easiest and 12 the hardest – these are not grades! 

Click any of the boxes 
to start the activity. 



Answers can be placed here Students can make annotations and they can show  
workings which staff can see when they review. 



Students get instant feedback And a hint – which, if it is not enough they can use 
the learning aids – which will take them to the 
textbook or a video if there is one. 



Textbook 

Video 



The “Help me solve this” button will take students to a scaffolded version of the task 



Students get 3 attempts – as they make each attempt, the tips get more specific: 

If they get it wrong every attempt they are shown the correct answer: 

The tasks are all quite short but offer variety to expose misconceptions: 

This task is only 2 questions but you 
can see how students will need to 
appreciate how to rearrange to 
solve and not just learn by rote. 



When a student has finished all the questions in a task they are 
presented with a summary of their performance: 



For those students that like to watch videos to help them learn, this resource 
is perfect.  It is like having access to a maths teacher 24/7 – but one you can 

pause, rewind and turn off! 

This is another resource where students can gain support and practice 
materials – all online and accessible on all formats. 



With MathsWatch you can access videos for every topic on the GCSE course. 
These are organised by Tier, Grade and Topic, but you can also search. 

After you watch the videos, you can try interactive questions or a linked worksheet. 

To login you use the same login as ActiveLearn – your email and the password ChangeMe639 



TOP TIPS: 
 

Use all of your 
resources. 

Internet 

Revision Resources 

Teachers! 



Revision: five top tips 

Revision:  
five top tips 



26 (ish) weeks to go until 
exam season…. 

‘Tell them that everyone says they 
should start revising, but it is 
definitely true. Well, maybe not 
full on revision, but do start making 
revision resources for all subjects 
and try to learn them. This takes 
ages.’ 
 
 
Current year 12 student 



How to revise for science….. 

Little and often, but often is key 
Revision guides are useful…. 
 
Take a page and learn it. Mind map it; summarise it;  
put post its around the room and learn them. 
Draw pictures and flow charts. 
Teach it to a friend, parent or carer but don’t just 
read… 
 
Parents and carers-please test your child on what 
they have learned. 
 
You don’t have to understand a word of it! 



 
 
 
 
 

Social, 
sport, 
internet 

  
LEARNING 

EXAM 
 PREP 

REVISION 



Who does well in exams? 
Those who find learning easy.. 
 
 
 
Also, those who can work hard and effectively  
over a sustained period of time 
 
 
Easy to start now-harder to keep it going ‘til 
May….. 



You’ve been given a lot of 
information… 
How are you feeling? 
 
 Overwhelmed? 
 Bored? 
 Terrified? 
 Excited? 
 Determined? 
How are your parents feeling? 
 Reassured? 
 Hopeful? 



The Home Stretch 
• Students:  What can you do? 

• Attend school.  The link between attendance and exam 
pass rates is undeniable. 

• Try!  How much time in lessons do you waste?  Are you 
capable of working independently? 

• Take advantage of opportunities.  Revision clubs / catch 
up sessions. 

• Start revising.  Little and often.  
• Get organised.  Stress is caused by a lack of preparation. 
• Reward yourself!  Make time for some fun! 

 
 



• Parents Carers:  What can you do? 
• Support us with attendance and punctuality. 
• Help organise your child’s revision. (getrevising.co.uk) 
• Build in some rewards if they stick to their revision 

schedules; create some incentives 
• Contact us if you have questions or concerns 

 

The Home Stretch 



The Home Stretch 
• I am very optimistic about next summer. 
• There is nothing I want more than to see you all 

succeed. 
• So make me proud, make your parents proud and do 

yourselves proud by taking control now. 
• I promise, if you put in the effort now, you will reap 

the rewards in the summer. 



“Four short words sum up what has 
lifted most successful individuals above 
the crowd: a little bit more. They did all 
that was expected of them and a little 
bit more.” (A. Lou Vickery, author) 
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